Mary Elizabeth Tamplin
January 5, 1915 - September 20, 2013

Mary Elizabeth Williams Tamplin, 98, of Racine passed away at her home on Big Coal
River, surrounded by family on September 20, 2013.
She was the wife of the late Clarence D. Tamplin.
Born on January 5, 1915, daughter of the late Owen Blair Williams and Fannie Nutter
Williams, she grew up in Hurricane Ridge of Greenbrier County where her parents served
as her teachers in one-room schools.
Graduating from Rainelle High School she attended Glenville State College and graduated
from West Virginia University, earning her Bachelor of Science and Master’s Degrees.
Coming to Boone County to teach, she met her husband and served positions at Van,
Scott, and Sherman high schools until retirement when she served as a substitute in
Boone and Kanawha County schools. She also taught part-time at Morris Harvey College,
adding up to a teaching career of 47 years.
Mrs. Tamplin founded the Boone County Alpha Delta Kappa teacher’s sorority and United
Nations clubs in three high schools and three colleges. She was a past president of the
West Virginia Association of United Nations. A founding member of the Racine United
Methodist Church, American Association of University Women, and the Boone County
Crippled Children’s Society, as well as being active in the Madison Women’s Club,
Rebecca Lodge, and the Boone County Development Association. In recent years she
remained active in Boone County Association of Retired School Employees, CEOS,
Racine United Methodist Church, and Racine Community Seniors organization.
She was preceded in death by her sisters Lou Reed (Bruce) and Jesse Curry; niece Dr.
Eleanor Lou Curry; nephew Chester Curry; and great niece Janie Reed.
Survivors include her daughters Suzanne Lee (Jim) of Guilford, CT, Jenny Light (Dan) of
Racine; grandchildren, Scott Lee (Jennifer), David Lee (Jennifer), Jennifer Lee O’Brien

(Donal), Chad Light (Heidi), Jana Light, and Mary Hannah Elizabeth Light Butler (Josh);
14 great grandchildren, and many nieces and nephew.
The family will receive visitors Thursday, Sept. 26, 6 – 8 p.m. Handley Funeral Home,
Danville, WV . The memorial service will take place at 11 a.m., Friday, September 27th, at
the funeral home, with Rev. Damron Bradshaw officiating. Burial will follow at the Tamplin
Cemetery in Racine.
In lieu of flowers contributions may be made to Boone County Community Foundation at
P.O. Box 695, Madison, WV 25l30, through which a scholarship is being established in
memory of Mary Tamplin.

Cemetery
Tamplin Family Cemetery
Racine, WV,

Comments

“

Like so many of the teachers at Sherman High School during the 1960's, Mrs.
Tamplin
personified the true definition of "teacher". She cared for all of her students, and she
was always there when we needed her. Thank you for being such a wonderful
example
for so many of us. Sue Ann (Morris) Mullins, Class of 1968

Sue Ann Mullins - December 02, 2013 at 01:40 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family for Mrs Tamplin's loss. I know your pain, for our
Mother, Helen Diacomichalis Turley, passed away on August 28, 2013.

George Turley - November 19, 2013 at 05:57 PM

“

The West Virginia and Kanawha County Associations of Retired School Employees
extend their sincere sympathy to you, the family, in your sorrow. Blessings to all.

Kan. Co. Association of Retired School E - October 01, 2013 at 08:22 PM

“

For many years, Mary Tamplin was a fixture at the Williams' family reunion. She
shared her geneology research with family members and made all those wonderful
connections between past and present. She will be missed.

Karen Donahoe - September 27, 2013 at 10:41 PM

“

Dear Sisters,

As WV State Historian I would like to share a very special and personally touching
moment with everyone in our sisterhood. Upsilon sent me pictures for their pages in
the historical archives (scrapbook). I finished a beautiful page just this week of Mary
Tamplin. She is pictured with President Connie Jarzynski honoring her at their 50th
Anniversary of the founding of Upsilon. The other picture is of Mary with her lovely
daughter, Jenny Light. The love and pride of mother and daughter shines through the
pictures.

Although I never personally met Mary Tamplin, I feel proud to be part of an
organization that has had such strong leaders in our past and continues to have
strong leaders in our present and our future.

I offer my condolences to her family.

Sincerely,
Debbie Wagner
Deborah Wagner - September 27, 2013 at 04:04 PM

“

Veronica Maynard lit a candle in memory of Mary Elizabeth Tamplin

Veronica Maynard - September 26, 2013 at 07:28 PM

“

Magnolia Ann Tree was purchased for the family of Mary Elizabeth Tamplin.

September 26, 2013 at 01:15 PM

“

My deepest sympathy on the loss of your wonderful Mother. Like so many others she
was a teacher of mine at Sherman High School. I graduated in 1970. She was
amazing as a librarian always helping me to find a new author or pointing me in a
different direction. I was in UN Club and she always had time for all of us. I
remember her as being a strong formidable lady who I saw as a role model.

Debbie Edwards Golcheski - September 25, 2013 at 10:32 PM

“

Emory and Bobbie Tamplin purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Mary Elizabeth Tamplin.

Emory and Bobbie Tamplin - September 25, 2013 at 08:33 PM

“

Mrs. Tamplin was always there for the kids. If they were in the right, she would even
go up against the school establishment in their fight for justice. She will be truely
missed.

Terry Workman, SHS Class of '73 - September 25, 2013 at 07:25 PM

“

Suzanne and Jenny
We wish to express our deepest sympathy to you and your family on the recent loss
of your mother. We remember her as a great LADY and teacher.
Ed and Helena Wheatley

Ed wheatley - September 25, 2013 at 04:56 PM

“

I remember this beautiful lady. I lived in Ridgeview, went to school at Seth High
School in 1944, graduated in 1948. what a great lady she was.

Phyllis Howerton Tuckwiller - September 25, 2013 at 02:08 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Vicki Larzo - September 25, 2013 at 12:31 PM

“

She always had a warm and sweet smile and a kind word for everyone. A very soft
spoken lady for sure. Mrs. Tamplin, you will surely be missed.

Vicki Larzo - September 25, 2013 at 12:30 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Vicki Larzo - September 25, 2013 at 12:28 PM

“

I am very sorry for your loss. Mrs. Tamplin was one of my teachers at SHS in the late
60s. She was always nice and a very good teacher. My memories of her are fond
ones.

Melody L. Eads Graybeal - September 25, 2013 at 11:01 AM

“

Love, Jenny and Don O'Brien purchased the Lily and Rose Tribute Spray for the
family of Mary Elizabeth Tamplin.

Love, Jenny and Don O'Brien - September 25, 2013 at 10:35 AM

“

Mrs. Tamplin was a wonderful educator with a very kind heart. I met her again in the
80s after I graduated from High School at her home and we had a wonderful
discussion about books and different things. May she find comfort and rest Robert
Whittaker

Robert Whittaker - September 25, 2013 at 09:25 AM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Mary Elizabeth Tamplin.

September 24, 2013 at 07:32 PM

“

Suzy,Jinny and family,
Please accept my heart felt condolences in the passing of your dear mother. She is
among many of my good memories of Racine and "home". I'm so glad I had the
pleasure of knowing her as well as your dad. I know you all will draw upon wonderful
memories of the past and hopefully, those good memories will lessen your sadness
at her passing. May she rest in peace.
Best regards to each of you,
Chuck (Chubby) Hudson

Chuck Hudson - September 24, 2013 at 06:04 PM

