Dr. John Beaumont Walden
March 13, 1943 - January 23, 2020

Dr. John Beaumont Walden, son of Dr. George Washington Walden and Mauna Fae
Walden, dedicated his 76 years on earth to medical education, humanitarian efforts, and
living each day to its fullest. A gifted orator and man of considerable wit, John attended
some of the finest learning institutions including University of Virginia, West Virginia
University School of Medicine, Gorgas U.S. Army Hospital, Liverpool School of Tropical
Medicine and Walter Reed Army Institute of Research.
Passionate for patient care, particularly in rural and remote regions of the world, he served
the local community as Professor and Chair of Family & Community Health and Associate
Dean of Marshall University School of Medicine. He joined the medical school in 1982. He
was dedicated to clinical ability and took great pleasure in training the next generation of
young medical minds.
John was renowned for his love and preservation of the jungle and its mystical inhabitants,
the indigenous tribes of the Amazon basin. Spanning four decades and completing over
150 treks into the jungle, John initiated and implemented modern healthcare practices to
countless peoples and their societies in Central and South America. His dedication to their
preservation awarded him a great number of professional honors and distinctions.
A photographer, sailor and dedicated naturalist, he passed peacefully on January 23rd
2020 in his beloved South Florida. He is survived by his son Eric Walden, daughter, Ilanna
Garzon (Dr. Philippe Garzon), grandchildren Ariel Garzon, Mia Garzon and Eliza Garzon,
sister Isabel Rose Walden (S.L. Kirby) and former spouse Lisa Walden.
Despite an incredibly blessed and decorated career, one of John’s favorite pastimes was
simply relaxing with family, friends and a great glass of wine. His fantastically entertaining
tales of adventure, slick sense of humor and wise counsel will be dearly missed. We love
you Dad, thank you for everything.
Funeral services will be held Saturday, February 1 at Handley Funeral Home, 7350 Lynn
Avenue, Hamlin. Visitation 10-11am, Service at 11am and burial to follow thereafter at
Goldsbury Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the TOMA Foundationwww.tomatribaloutreach.org/1.678.644.6383 or Becker Family Scholarship/ Marshall
University Foundation- attention Linda Holmes, 1600 Medical Center Drive, Huntington,

WV 25701.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Handley Funeral Home - January 31, 2020 at 05:51 PM

“

I hope I will not be offending anyone when I say that john and I met while he was in
Medical School at UVA. He literally saved my life at a time when I was in great grief
over the loss of my father and ensuing family devastation. I do not know what has
happened, but I always thought I would have a chance to talk to him and thank
him.... I feel so sad.
I would like to know what happened please email me at rue_lam@yahoo.com

Rue Lam - March 10, 2020 at 10:50 PM

“

To the family and friends of Dr. John Walden,
Please accept my deepest condolences. I apologize that they are somewhat delayed
by another, nearly simultaneous, loss that I experienced which took my out of town
during ceremonies for John.
I had the great pleasure to know John upon joining the Marshall University School of
Medicine in the spring of 2012. At the time of my arrival, John chaired the department
of family and community medicine as well as the admissions committee for the
medical school. His support, insights and friendship were invaluable to me. I turned
often to John for counsel, and this counsel was always spot on. Without hyperbole,
he was a pillar for the medical school and responsible for a great deal of its success.
He had a wonderful sense of humor, and his stories of adventures within Huntington
and throughout the world were simply thrilling. Time spent with John was an absolute
pleasure.
John was a great leader, a great supporter and a fierce friend. I will miss him very
much.
Sincerely,
Joseph I. Shapiro, M.D.
Vice President and Dean, Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine
Marshall University

Joseph I Shapiro - February 06, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

I wanted to pass on that Dr. Walden has positively changed my life in many ways.
His passion for global health drew me to Marshall for medical school, and his tales of
medicine and worldly adventures encouraged me to pursue Family Medicine as my
career. He was truly an inspiration, and my life has been filled with colorful memories
and adventures thanks to his influence. I am writing this note from Tanzania, one of
the places that he encouraged me to stay connected with. I will be forever grateful for
his teaching and guidance. May his legend and his stories live on forever.
My deepest sympathies,
Sara (Orr) Dusing
UVA Family Medicine Resident
MUSOM Class of 2017

Sara Dusing - February 02, 2020 at 02:23 AM

“

The closer we look the deeper the loss.

Eddie Price - February 01, 2020 at 04:02 PM

“

I lived in Tampa, FL for many years and after the passing of my husband, I moved
back to Huntington. I was very depressed after the loss of my husband and called
several doctors for an appointment in which I was told it would 6 months before they
could work me in. I called the office of Dr. Walden and within 2 days I was able to
become a patient.
I am so deeply saddened by Dr. Walden's death. He had been my doctor from 1992
until be moved to Florida. My last appointment when Dr. Walden's told me he was
going to be working in the jungles and out of Miami - I honestly thought I was going
to have a heart attack from his news.
He was certainly a caring doctor, and there will never be another one to meet his
medical knowledge and the way he cared and his passion to get opinions from more
experienced/knowledgeable physicians in order to give the best treatment for his
patients.
I have so many wonderful memories of Dr. Walden during the time I was his patient.
He told me he treated illnesses without medicine. And that is the attitude I have
today. I am a testimony of a patient who felt Dr. Walden was #1 in the medical field.
God bless your family and when you think about your father, may you naturally smile
from your thoughts and memories of him.
Libby Eplin

Libby Eplin - January 31, 2020 at 08:50 PM

“

21 files added to the album LifeTributes

Handley Funeral Home - January 31, 2020 at 05:48 PM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Dr. John Beaumont Walden.

January 31, 2020 at 10:56 AM

“

Eric and family, I am very sorry to hear of the passing of your father. I have known
your dad for many years and always enjoyed chatting with him as he was an
extremely interesting gentleman. I appreciated his care for his patients and the care
he so willingly gave to the indigenous people of South America. He will be missed by
all who were fortunate enough to know him. You will be in my thoughts. Larry Cartmill

Larry Cartmill - January 31, 2020 at 09:10 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dr. John Beaumont Walden.

January 30, 2020 at 10:06 AM

